Family Tree Assignment 
Skb 1.25.10
DUE: ________
Your challenge is to show how a genetic trait runs through a family. 

If you have privacy concerns, or an unusual family history, talk to your teacher who will modify this assignment with you. 

1. Brainstorm some discontinuously varying characteristics that you could trace through your family tree for 3 generations (your generation, your parents, your grandparents on both sides)).  Discontinuous characteristics are often mostly genetic. 

2. Look through some photos of your relatives and/or talk to your parents. Pick a genetic trait that seems to show up in several people. Be sure it’s okay with your family – don’t embarrass anyone! Figure out who has the trait and who does not. (Don’t pick a characteristic that has lots of ‘in between’ traits)

3. Guidelines for your Family Tree  (see example reverse side the page). Hand drawn please. 

  -  Your chart may not be larger than 12”wide X 17”long (2 pieces of computer paper).

  -  Use rulers, pencil to start with, then go over in dark pen when you get it set out well. 

  -  It must include a title with family name and trait you are interested in.

  -  The generations should be numbered with roman numerals on the left side of the chart. You are 

        the newest generation. You and siblings should be middle bottom and cousins on same line.

  - You must have one, named photo (or copy of the photo) showing someone who has the trait. 

  - Use these conventions and symbols to make a key on your poster:

- male





- female




- male who shows the genetic trait

- female who shows the trait

- male who has died



- female who has died

· a line between a male and female symbol means had children together.

· if someone has been married more than once, the marriage lines are numbered.

· A line above the symbols means brothers and sisters. 

· Broken line above a child means adopted

Example Family Tree

Name ______________________________________________________   Per. ______
Pedigree Chart Rubric

Your challenge is to show how a genetic trait runs through your birth or adopted family. 

Rubric (3 = good, 2 = OK or a bit missing, 1 = poor but attempted, 0 = missing)

	Key showing symbols and trait 
	Your assessment
	Teacher assessment



	Size is no larger than 12”across x 17” long.
	
	

	Title in center, name, period, date on upper right corner?
	
	

	Traits described and followed on diagram?
	
	

	Uses symbols appropriately?

 Generations are labeled.
	
	

	Neat (clear lettering, use of ruler) and easy to follow?


	
	

	Named photo (or color copy or traced photo) to show the genetic trait you are tracing. 
	
	


Total:       /21 points

